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Assistive Technology Device Matrix Template


	Assistive Technology Device 
	
Potential Uses 

	
Advantages 

	
Disadvantages 

	Application for Which Disorder(s)
	Application in the Classroom (Inclusion, Resource, Self-Contained, or mix?)

	Low Tech Assistive Technology 

	1. Variable speed tape-recorders
	Listen to pre-recorded text
	Cheap to purchase
	Poor quality recording alters information
	Students with good listening skills  
	Resource

	2. Audio books and publications
	Listen to texts in various formats
	Low maintenance cost
	Files could be infected by virus
	Learners with poor reading abilities
	Resource

	High Tech Assistive Technology

	3. Speech to text software
	Converting oral conversation to texts
	Minimizes errors in writing
	Expensive to purchase
	Learners with writing disorders
	Resource

	4. Word prediction software
	Resolve typing problems
	Improves on learners writing skills
	Computer supported
	Student with writing complexities
	Inclusion

	Augmentative Assistive Technology

	5. Text to speech software
	Conversion of texts to speech
	Improves recognition of words
	Expensive to maintain 
	Students with speech making challenges
	Inclusion

	6. Speech synthesizers
	Displaying texts aloud
	Builds on oral skills of learners 
	Typing wrong words may result to biased output
	Poor oral skills 
	Inclusion

	Alternative Assistive Technology

	7. Audiobook software
	Producing loud sound from readers 
	Improves reading skills of learners 
	Wrong reading results to bias 
	Poor oral skills
	Inclusion 

	8. Optical character recognition 
	Convert text document to speech
	Resourceful to learners with good listening skills 
	Limited to use of computers 
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Complexities in oral presentations 
	Resource
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